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your cognisance, and will be pleased to prescribe some rules for our future reciprocal behaviour. It will be worthy the particularity of your genius to lay down rules for his conduct, who was, as it were, born an old man; in which you will much oblige,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant, T.                                               CORNELIUS NEPOS
No. 403.         Thursday, June 12, 1712          [ADDISON
Qui mores hominum multorum vidit.
Hon., Ars Poet. 142
WHEN I consider this great city in its several quarters and divisions, I look upon it as an aggregate of various nations distinguished from each other by their respective customs, manners, and interests. The courts of two countries do not so much differ from one another as the court and city in their peculiar ways of life and conversation. In short, the inhabitants of St James's, notwithstanding they live under the same laws and speak the same language, are a distinct people from those of Cheapside, who are likewise removed from those of the Temple, on the one side and those of Smithfield on the other, by several climates and degrees in their ways of thinking and conversing together.
For this reason, when any public affair is upon the anvil, I love to hear the reflections that arise upon it in the several districts and parishes of London and Westminster, and to ramble up and down a whole day together in order to make myself acquainted with the opinions of my ingenious countrymen. By this means I know the faces of all the principal politicians within the bills of mortality; and as every coffeehouse has some particular statesman belonging to it who is the mouth of the street where he lives, I always take care to place myself near him in order to know his judgment on the present posture of affairs. The last progress that I made with this